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of the Bultan. If it be true that Kossath goes to Tar-

key at the request of Abdul-Medjid, with regard to

whick we swalt further information, there cau no loag
1_ et be a doubt that the Porte anticipates the sddition
| of Ausiria to its declared enemies, and is proparing to
| keep that power bury at howe by a new rising fa Flus- |
: gary, an example which, of course, will st onoa be fol-
| lowed in Italy. At the same time, we bave to an.
pounee that gublic feeling in England Is daily becom-
ing more inflamed. The excitewsent is not only di-
rected mgaiust the Ministry for ita wesk anl
| treacherous conduct in the Turkish questios, jut
Prince Albert is openly charged with eom-
plicity with Rusis, and the Queen harell
is 0o Jonger regarded with the same exuberant loyalty
as hefore. Tt in amrprising to see the roughaess with
which the Prinee is bandled by journals ouce filled
with respect and devotion for his person and charaster.
Indeed, there bus been wo such stirring-up of the pop-
ular elements in Epgland sines the times of the Reform
Bill. The public st large are hot for war; and of this
the late articles of The London Times upon the Turkish
pavel disaster alone afford conclusive evidence. At no
moment since the commencewont of the difficalties
buvo the chances of peace been so faint and the proba
| bilities of & geveral warso sirong. That such a dire con-
vulajon is certain we do not say: it may be that some
menne of escape can yet be fonud ; but we are bound ta
declare that the borizou reddens with the menace ofa
upiversal eonflagration. We do mot hail the omen
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The steamsbip Bultio, from Liverpool fur this port,

with four days later intelligence from Europe, is now |

in ber twelfth day out, amd may be looked for at any

momenf.
o

Elsewhere we give additionn] particulars of the dis-
sster to the steamsbip San Franeisco. The report
brought to Liverpool, X. 8., by the Maria Freeman, is
now fully cosfirmed by the Captain of the brig Napo-
Jeon, arrived at Boston on Saturday, who reports fall
ing in with the 8 F.on the 2ith, one duy before she
was soen by the Maria Freeman, at which time.sbe
was dismantled, Ler decks swept, and the ses making
s compl e breach over her. When last seen she was
drifting out of the Gulf Stream iuto smooth water. As
the 8 F. is koown to be a strong and excellent bhoat,
and Capt. Watkins one of the ablest seamen adost, we
have little doubt of the safety of the vesssl. The
steamship Alsbsma sailed from this port yesterday
morning in searck of ber.

—_— ———

By the arrival of the steamships George Law from
Aspinwull, and the Star of the West from San Jusn de
Nicaragua we have have received nine days later intelli-
jgence from Califorais togetber with advices from Oregon
and the Bandwich Inlands. Aside from the reportod
destruction by the Mexicans, of n portion of Captain
Walker's wmen, who recently proclaimed Lower
California a Republic, the news is unimporgant. The
sccounts from the mives comtinne favorable. Two
Lbundred and fifty men sailed from San Francisco oo
the 13th of December, in the bark Oueta, to join Pres-
jdent Walker at Lower Cslifornia. The markets are

reported dull.

We are informed that private letters have been re-
celved in this City from Gov. KossuTy, snnonncing bis
Jntention of eailing from Southampton on the 234
ult. in the British stoamer for Covstantinople. whither
jt is supposed ho was to goun the express invitation

-

Aantion of the |
needle, and the shuttlo making the interlocked stizch. |

with pl e. Our faith is in the trinmphs of indus-
try, of etience, and the gradual sequisition of free-
dom through the growth of material and social well
being. Inthe clang of arms the arts which elevate
| the masses and add to the eapabilitics of man are si-
lenced and obscured, aud military power saserta ita
| brutsl supremacy. It is possible that when Europe
emerges, exh d and deci 1, from the now im-
minent coutest, some few districts may be in more
congenial bands, some single tribes Lave achieved a
monsure of independence; just aait ia certsin that
one power, which has played a momentous part in
listory, and oue ancient house, that of Hapsburg,—
whieh has long boasted an almost unequaled sway,—
' will be overthrown and sholished. But leaving aside
these cireumstances, we can draw no smiling hore-
scope for the now probable convulelon; nor do wa be-
lieve that the liberties of Furope in genersl or the
progrees of all that really elevates and ennobles Man
esn be sdvancea thereby. Butin saying this, lot us
pever forget the truth that if a general war must foi-
low, it has two causes, numely: the wicked and nn-
justifisble pretensions of Russis, sod the timid, base,
bypoeritieal conduct of the British and French Gov-
erumente. The weight of responsibility liefon these

sele, & force of at lesst twice the weight of metal of
the Turkish squadron. Yot be did not sttack untilbe
got three more threc-deckers, which, by thomsalred, |
sheuld huhenqdumﬁdnlbp.hnlhaph& :
With tbk&wmwhw«mdh |
the aamult. A fog, or ad some sy, the use o(thi
Britisk fleg, enabled him to approsch snmolested to a |
distapee of 500 yards. Then the fight begaa. 'l'hli
T uasians, vot likizg to stand under canvas on s lee shore.

| dropped their anchors. Then the firing from the two |

1oored Beets, without suy naval mansuvers, snd having |
rather the eharacter of a cannonade on shore, went o2 |
for four bours. The possibility of doiug away with all
paval tactics; with all movementa, was very favorable |
to the Russisma, whose Black Sea feet, maoned almost |
exclusively with « lend-lubbers,” and especialiy with |
Polish Jows, might have bad very poor sucocss if op- |
posed to the well manped Turkish alips i deep water. |
Four bours were required by the Russisns before |
they could silence the feeble ships of their opponents. |
They had, besides, this advantage, that any stray ehiot [
o their part would do barm either in the batteries or |
in the town, and what 8 pumber of misses, in compari- |
son to ihe Lits they must hae made, appears from the |
almost total destruction of the place, sccomplished long |
before the bostile feet was silenced. The Russisa re-
port says only the Turkish quarter was burnt down,
and that the Greek quarter escaped aa il by wirs-
cle. ‘This is, bowever, contradicted by bettor authori-
| ty, which states that the whole town is ia ruins.

Three Turkieh frigates were burnt during the action,
four were run aabore and burnt af*erwards, along with i
one steamer aud the smaller vessels. The steamer |
Taif, bowever, cut lisr cables, boldly steamed through |
the Kussisn lines, aod escaped to Constantinople, al- |
though chaeed by Admiral Kornile with three Ros.
sian stemmners.  Considering the clumsiness of Russian
naval manenvers, the bed position of the Turkish fleet
in frout, and in the line of fire, of their own batteries,
and sbove all the absolute certainty of destruction, it would |
Liave pertaps been better if the whole Turkish squadron
bad got under weigh snd borne down s far sa the wind
permiticd upan the enemy. The ruin of some, which
could by no means be avoided, might have saved at least
a portion of the squadron. Of course the direction of
the wind must bave declded nsto such n maneaver, but
it seems doubtiul whether Osnan Paska ever thought
of such » step at all.

The victory of Sinope has no glory for the Russiaus,
wlile the Turks fought with alwost unheard of bravery:
not a single sbip having struck ita flag during the whole
netion. LAnd this logs of & valuable portion of their naval
foree, the mowentary conquest of the Black Sea, and
the dejectivg moral consequences of such m event upon
the Tuekish population, srmy and navy, is entirely due

powers, but above all on Russia, us the s ggroseor and
source of the émtire dificulty. It is the Czar who
fenra pot to disturb the pesce of the world, to inter-
rupt its prosperity, to cause a boundless and irrepara-
ble waste of woney and of life, all upon the wost
frivolous aud worthless pretexts. Let there come,

tlen, if the struggle is inovitable, » befitting chastise- '
went for the flagrant and gigentie wickedners of the |

despot who thus arrogantly gambles with the blood
and tressure of his own people, and puta in peril the
dearest interests of Mankind'

PROGRESS OF THE TURKMSI WAR,

After o lorg delsy we are ot last in posseasion of
official dueuments in relation tothe two victories which
Kussia se loudly hoests of and se liberally rewarde We
allude, of course, to the destruction of the Turkish
sguadron at Sinopa and the engagement nesr Akaltrik,
in Asin. These documents are the Russisn bulleting;
! but the fuct that the Turkieh official organ has main-

tained & prolound silence on the subjoct, when its com-

wunications, if it had sny te mafe should have reached
un before those from B4 Petorsburg, makes it certain
that the orte Las nothing sgreeable to publish. "Ac-
cordingly we proceed, on the information we have, to
annlyze the events in question, in order to make our
runders nequainted with the real state of the case

The battle of Sinopa wae the rosult of such an unpar-
allcled vories of blunders ou the part of the Tarks that
the whole affair ean only be explained by the mis-
ehievous interference of Western diplomacy or by col
lugion with ihe Reesians of some parties in Constanti-
ple conneeted with the French and Euglish Ewgbassics.

In Novewber, the wholo Turicish and Egypfian flost

proceeded to the Black Sen,in order to draw the atten-
tion of the Rugsian Admirals from an expedition sent
to the const of the Caucasus in order to land supplies of
arms and ammnoition for the insurgent mannulneau,‘
The fleet remuined cighteen days at sea without meet-
ing with a single Tuossion manof-war; somo say the
Huselan squadron never left Sevastopol during all that
time, whereby the expedition to the Cancasus wus en-
abled to effect ite object; others report that, being
well-informed of the plans of the Turks, it withdrew
enstward, and werely watched the vessels conveying
stores, which, in consequence, never reached the Cau-
casian shore, and bad to retura to Binope, while the
main flect refatered the Bosphorus. The great amount
of powder on board the Sivope squadron, which causad
the explosion of several of thew gt a comparatively
eurly period of the engagewent, appears to be & proof
{hat the latter version in correct.
Thus seven Turkish frigates, two steamers, three
sloops, and eue or two smallerships, together with some
| travsports. were abandoved ia the barbor of Sinope,
which is little better than an open romdstead, formed
by o bay open towards the ses, and protected by a fow
noglected mnd illcopstructed batteries. the best of
which was o castle constructed at the time of the
Greek Ewperors, and most likely before artillery was
known in Europe. How it bupponed that & squadron of
tomo three hwndred guos, wostly of iuferior ealiber,
was thus abandoned to the tender mercies of o feet of

vastopol, is most exposcd to & Russian attack, while the
wain fleet was enjoying the tranquil ripple of the Bos-
phorus, we bave yet to learn. We know that the dao-
gerous position of this squadron was well spprociated
aud wurmly debated at head quarters ; that the discord-
ant volees of Turkish, French and British sdmirals,
wore loudly beard in the opuncils of war, and that the
ever meddling embarsadors were there also, in order to
| wpeak their minds upon the matter, but nothing was
dove.

In the mean time it sppears, according to one state-
| ment, that an Austrian steamer reported at Sevastopol
| the positicn of the squadron. The Russian official re-

three tines ita force and weight of metal, at that poiat |
of the Turkish shore, whick from ite proximity to Se¢- |

ta the * good offices " of Westorn diplomacy, which
| prevented the Turkish ficet from standing out and pro-
i teeting or fetehing home the Sinope squadron. And it
is equally due to the secret information given to the
| Russinns ensbling them to sirike the blow with cer-
tainty and safety,
The second victory of which the Russians boast,
came off st Akbaltzik, in Avmenia. The Turks have
' for sowe time past been chocked in the offensive

movewents which they bad effected on the Georgian
I frontier. Since the taking of Shefkatil, or 3t. Nicolas,
| not s place of any importance haa been taken, nor any

this in a country where the Russions must fight under
ull imagirable disadvantages, where their laad com-

munieations with Russia are reduced to two roads in- |
| certainly is none of ours.

fested by insurgent Circassians, where their sea com-
munieations might very casily be cut off or endangered, [
snd where the Transcaucasisn country occupied by
them, with Tiflis for ita esvtre, might be considsred

wore s on independent State, than ns part and parcel |

of a mighty ompire. How is this check of |
the Turkish sdvance to be explained ! The |
Turks accuse Abdi Pasha of treason and have recalled |
Bim; snd eertainly it is very curious that Abdi Pasha
i the only Turkish General in Asla, who has boen al-
lowed by the Russians to pain local and partial viciories.
But thero Bre two mistekes on the part of the Turks
whieh explain the want of suecess in the beginning
and the actunl defest in dne course afterward.
They have spread and disided their army npon all the
long line from Matun to Bayezid: their masses are no-
where etrong enough for & concentric atlack upon
“Tiflis, though part of them are st the present moment, |
enjoy g the undisputed and nseless possossion of the |
city of Erivan. The country is barren and rocky, and |
it way be diffienlt to feed o 'arge army thers ; but quiek |
coneentration of all resonrces and rapid movementa are |
the best menns sgeiost famine in nnarmy.  Two corps, ‘
ona for covering Datun and attacking oo the eoast-line,
anether for a direct march upon Tiflis through the
valley of the Kur would bave bevn sufficient. Bat the
Turkish forces have heen divided aad subdivided with- |
|
|
]
]

out any necessity whatever, and to the almost eatire
disabling of every one of the different corps.

In the second place, the innectivity in which diplo-
maey beld the Turkiah fleot allowed the Russinns to
land two divisions of infautry (of the 5Gth corps) in
in Mingrelia.and thus to re-enforce Prince Worenzoll's
Cavcnsinn arwy by nearly 20,000 men.  Thun strength-
ened, he not only arrested the Turks on the eoast, but |
bas now had the satisfaction of seeing a corps under '
Gen. Andronikoff deliver the beloaguered fortress of
Akhaltzik, and beat the enemy on the open field near
that town. The Russisns pretend that with about
10,000 men they have ronted 15,000 Turks; of course
- we cannot rely upon such statersents, but mnst confess

that the groat puwber of irregulars in the Tarkish |

Apatolian arniy and the nlinost total absence of Euro-
| peau officers, particularly in the higher commands and

on the staff, must make them but a poor mateh for an
' equal number of Russians. The Russians protend
| they bave taken ten or twelve pieces of cannon,
- which way be true, as in that impassable country the
vanquished party rust necessarily abandon most of its |
gupe: atthe rame tiwe they confess they have made ouly |
120 prisovers. This amounts to a confession that they
bave massscred almost all the wounded on the field
of baitle, they being necessarily left in their haads
Besides, they prove that their measures for pursuit
snd intercepting the retreat of st least part of the
enemy, must bave been wretchedly planned. They
hed plenty of cavalry : & bold charge into the midst of
the fugitives would bave cut off whole battalions. Dut
this action offers, so far as our reports go, but little
wilitary or political interest.

On.tbe Danube, the Russisns have done nothing more |

| than repest the affair by which they opened the cam-

| port maintains ou the contrary, that Nachimof while | paigu, at Matehim, a fort, or 8 projecting rock opposite

and minarets of the town must necessarily have

to poaes that the Turkish batteries were in such bad
trim, when & couple of dayd’ labor mighi have done a |
| great deal towand their repsir ' How happened it that |
| the Turkish vessels were at sachor in places where
they obstructed the fire of the batteries, and were not |
shifted to moorings wiore fit to meet the threatened |
davger! There was time enough for all this; for Ad-
miral Nachimofl states that he first sent to Sevas
topol for three three-deckers before bo vestared the
attack. Six days, from November 24 to November 390, |
would not bave been allowed to elapse without some |
effort on the part of the Turks: but indeed, the report l
ofthe Turkish steamer Talf, whick escaped to Constanti. |
nople, amply proves that the Turks were taken by sar-
prise.  So far, thea, the Russian report cannot be |
correet.

Adwiral Noachiwoff bad under his command three |
shipsof-the-line, one of them a threa-docker, six |
frigates, several steawers, and six or eight suallcr ves-

descried the Russiaus long before. How then camo it | With 66 ficld-guns. besides beavy artillery on the walls

cruising off the cosst of Asin, deseried the squadron, | Drails. They appear to have made listle impression. We |
and took measures te attack it. But, if the Russians  bavealso, on good suthority, a detailed statement of the
descried the Turks at Sinope, the Turks from the tower |

Turkish troops concentrated at Widdin. They econsist
of 34,000 infantry, 4,000 cavalry, and 2,000 artillery,

of Widdin, end on the redoubss of Kalefat Thug,
40.000 Turks sre wasted in order to oceupy the direct
teute from Buckarest into Servia. Forty thousand
wen, ebuined down to cxtensive fortificatious which
they bave to defend, ere too few to withsmod the attack
of & large army, and s great deal too many to defeat
rovirg expeditions of swsll bodies. With the force
already collected at Shum!la, these 40,000 men would
there be worth twice their pumber elsowhbere. Thelr |
absence, mext to diplomatic interference, ruined the
operstion of Oltenitza. It is impossible that Omer
Paelia should ot know, that il be stands with 100,000
men between Silistria and Rustcbuk, the Russizns, |
in pumbers sufficient to do mischief. will never |
atterpt to pass by him in order to throw themaclves
irto the mountnins of Servia. Buch a disposition of kis
troops cacsot accord with bis judgment, and he mast
chafe desperately st the waleficent [nflusnces which
furce it wpea him ]

|
victory gained of more than ephemeral effect. And |

ERIE MATTERS.

Gor, Digler bas st leogth telegraphed to the Mayor
and Sheriff a Josuitical dispateh, advising obedience bo |
the lujunctions of the State and U. 8. Supremeo Courts;
but
Had the Governor sent such o dispatel: at tha outset,
» fearful amount of mischiefand disgrace would bave |
been prevented. |

The representatives of the Erie rioters at Harris- |
burg-kave likewlse telegrapled to Erie, advising the |
Vorough suthorities sad their mob to desist tempora- |
gily from all further destruction of the Railroad o8
condition that the latter sball refrain from prosecutiag
the Vindal destroyers of their property. The rioters |
telegrapbed back that they could not consemt ie this, :
snd that Harbor Creek would not permit Rails of any |
gauge to be Isid down on the present Railroad track |
tbrough that town. So the matter stands unsettled. |
We protest agalnst any compromise which shall shield
the bridge-bumning, track-plewing, baby-freezing scoun-
drels of Erie and Harbor Creek from the legal conse-
quences of their crimes. Tt now seewms clear that the
course of the Vandale will net be sustaied by the
Peunsytvania Legislsture, even if it could be.

Erie is now lovking, as & [ast resort, to a Railroad I
conmection with this City direct by a six-feet track, by |
wey of the proposed new reed to Litde Valley aud |
thenee over the New-York and Erie Railroad. To this
vobody has any oljectlon, provided the Lake Shore
Road shall henceforth be nnmolested ; but he must be
green who supposcs & New-York Legidatare will give
aid and comfort tn the bridge-burners by permitting
that connection to be made for Erie's benefis while
Erie is blockading the Lake Shore route, and thus in- |
juring our State to the amount of thousands of dollars |
per day. No, no, gentlomen ! if cuttivg connections is
your game. you skall not play it alone '

We believe the Prosident of the Little Valley snd
Erie Road is now in our City, in quest of sabscriptions
in aid of that project. This is all right, provided Eeio
tecoils from her present bridge-burning, track-plowing

it is far easier to stir up s riot than to quell it.  tioguished it,

attitude, but not otherwise. We bave not a peuny of |

interest in the Lake Shore Road, nor any of its con-
neetions: while we bave subseribed $1,000 toward
copstructing the Little Valley Road : but we will not

pay up one cent toward building that Road. nor eny |

Hoad to Etie, while that harbor of incendiaries con-
tinues to obstruct the State Line Road.

Again we gny—No Compromise which will shield
the bridge hurners and their backers from the legal
prniskmert of their erimes!

+ PENNsYLVANIA INTERESTS.™
Penusylvania wanta ber share of the trade and trans-
portation between the Atlantic and the Great Valley,
whieh is patural and unohjectionable. She has built

Canals and Railrosds with this view, to which nobody |

can make serious objection. If she wishes to run one
of either through our State to Lake Erie, Outario or
Champlain, we are confident no objection will be inter-
posed, but every facility extended, and wo guarantes
Ler sgainst suy such Algeriue exaction as that te
which the New-York and Erie Hailroad is now sub-
jeeted in the annual contribution of 10,000 levied on
it for the benefit of Peunsylvania's Treasury, though
the construction of that road along aod within her
border ds an actual and iwportant benefit to her. It
brings sn immense current of Western business and
travel within easy reach of Philadelphia at Elmira,
Great Bend and Delaware ; and, if sho don't choose to
streteh out ber hand nud seeure a part of it, the fault

But while Philedelphia neglects to tap this stream
of business at Delaware, where it is brought within a
Lundred wiles of her, on her own noble river, Jown
which a Railroad might be easily and cheaply con-
structed, she scews ready enough to stop it and seek to
turn it into Ler own lap ot Erie, four hundrod miles
sway, and on the other side of the Alleghanies. And
the instrument wherewith she works is not s wand of
attraction, but a bar of ohstruction. Instond of build-
ing & Railroad to invite people to hor shops and facili-
tate their coming, she tears one up that leads in a dif-
fereut direction. She expects to win, not by building
bridges, but by buming them—not hy a line of rails, but
by o break of gauge. In other words, she virtually says,
1 will wake you trade with me by breaking up your
“ path to my rival”  And this is ker mode of evincing
a regard for ber own interests, And we see that a
Thiladelphin member bns proposed in the ennsylvania
Legislature a recosctinent of the Gauge Law; though
how that can be made to work after the gauge has ac-
tunlly been changed, we do not sce.

Let us suppose that Philadelphia shall be able, by
calling to her aid the sovercign majesty of Pennsylva-
nin, to establish a break of gavge ut Erie, bow mueh
can Philadelphia expect to make by it’

We bave in our Cify several smart, clever men of
business, such as Stewart, Barouin and Genin. Now
suppose these had petitioned for and obtained of our
Intes Common Council—the case not heing supposabls

| of suy other—the privilege of ‘erecting a toll.

gate neross Broadway in front of their respective
premises, their custowers being permitted to pass free,
but every body else obliged to pay a penny to the gats-
keeper—low much luerease of custom do you think
they would realize by the speculation’

Will Philadelphia ponder this queation !

For our own part, we don't belleve one of the New-
Yorkers we have named would secept such a gate-
privilege if frecly offered them. They would eay—
“No; we can’t afford to give weight to the insinuation

‘“that customwers wust be driven or taxed into our

“ shops, or they won't come there. Keep away your
“gntes, and Jet vy fight our own battle ; if we can't
“stand in a fair field, we don't want to stand at all.
*We can't consent to be respousible for all the blas-
* phemy those gatea would elicit, and we won't have

“thew befure owr doors” And bersin they would |

judge wisely
Can that be wisdom in Philadelphis whick would be
fully anywhere else !

THE LAST FIRE,

The destruction by fire on Ssturdsy nizht in this |
City of oue of the finest,and in some respoets the
wost splendid coneert-room in the world, joined with
that of ove of tie most beautiful marble struetures in
:;-; country. is an evemt whieh provokes refleo-

slready worked its way into the bowels of the builling
before it was confronted by eur [remen.

Tn witnessing the maner in which the firemen ex-
preserving the circumjacent buildings |
from destruction, though frequently ignited from the
shower and spray of sparks which for threo mortal
hours lit upon them—ia secing how these devoted
legions of pesce, remained under the toppling aad |
earth-shaking walls, up to the moment of their final
leap—we were reminded of courags 8¢ sublime as that
which bisterian or bard has sung—which has mada
myths of beios and nawed capitals after captains. No
forlorn bope could present more exclied bravery,or |
more mechapical skill. While true snd tawlry sc-
eounts of battles are dwelt upon by the rising geners-
tica ss indices of  heroic age now geus by, it is not re-
warked that battles in peace loveled ugnlm: and oot
fur, destruction, are fouglt every day, and neither an- |
snlist nor lyrist deems them worthy of meation.

The loss of Metropolitan Hall is at present irrepara-
ble. No btuilding in the City for a wowent competos
with it in size and splendor, conjoinod with the best lo-
cation. It was equally good for music or declamation
—for arts or philamthropy. It was, when lis upat
night, of remarkable brillianey, and withal barmoaious;
and carrled out the great Greek idea, that the eye and
ear require simoltaarous uurture from the muses. The

| building of Metropolitan Hall grew originally out of

the excitement attending the Jenny Liad fever. An
enthusisst, named Tripler, advanced a heary sum, and
built it; snd becoming baukrupt thereby, a mortgage
foreclesed upon hls work and his enthusiasm, and bo
was ruived—the late owner cnjoying the results. of
course, the little that is doue for Art ia this City, is
done by such euthusiasts, or it would not have the

| wean existence accorded to it— 1ta chord alone that
| wireaks by night, toshow that still it lives,” could not

pre-exist to breuk, and there would be vothing to dis-
{ract for n moment public attention from triumphant
Fthlopian minstrelsy consecrated to cavicaturiog what
ameng o generous eivilized people should be too humble
to ridicule—pamely, the socially and politically belpless
pegro. As uo artistic building is as a rule put ap ex-
crpt on the cent-percent principle—and enthusissm in
a rare thing connected with capital—we have no ex-
pectations that a uew musie ball will be erectod in the
place of the ene just destroyed. On this constlora
tion, the destrmetion of Metropolitan Hall must bo
cousidered a terrible blow to Art, from which it may
take wany years to recover: and thereforw, the flaming
ruins bave a sadness peculisrly their own. As
for Lafarge’s Hotel it was literally a regal palace. As
a marblo structure it had » pecaliar basuty. The
splendor of its furniture may be judged when we stato
that the carpets slone, now unfortuustely deatroyed,
cost upward of $20,000. The estire furniture cost
£120,000,

The frequent fires that we have had recently press
beavily on the insurance companies. Dividends are
cut down, er postponed, and secording to the statistics
of recklessness, wo have not got through the worat part
of the fire-winter yut. It is disgraceful that there should
be so many fires nmong ns. Sucha dostruction of
property—of the blood and sweat and labor of freemen
—geema more like drunken New-Zealanders than civil-
ized beings. We find no parallel to it in Euaropean
Christendom. Tuke Paris for example : our recollee-
tions do not go back further than 1515, in regard to the
fire statistics of that city, but from that year to this 1554,
n period of nive years, in a city of over n million, with the
suburbs iucluded of fifteen hundred thousand inhab-
itants with houses, thickly strewn in farrow streots,
varying generally from five to ton storiss—containing
rot ouly Frenel, but o large proportion of people from
otber parts of the world, there has been ouly oue fire
of apy magnitude ' Compare that with the houses and
strects  destroyed—the millions on millions swept
sway—the lives of fireen on duty, lost in this City.
‘We should blush atthe parallel. The trathis, this City
peeds to be eplightened as to the true relations
of man to his neighbor, in regand to the care which he
takes of his property, guarding it against firs and not
subjecting that around it o the contamination of death
through flames. We need a Board of City Architocts,
whoee bueipess shall be to look over the Builder's
plans of every house, private or publie, and see that
the walls are of the preper thickness, the economic
arrangements such as security and health require, and
the combustible materials used in the building as fow
as possible. The license which bas grown up in the
construction of edifices in this City should be checked
end crushed by a policy of local administration, alike
due to the claims of industry, which eannot support a
fiery maelstrom to swallow a large per centage of its
waoges, and to the requirements of individual and genaral
security, municipal growth and natiohal repute.

Mr, W ynrmy of Maine, has lately made a speech
= e nonexation of the Sandwich Islands,
PR cood senthments and sound doctrine,

nappily ond y expreased. Mr. Washburn has &
cleatness of vien _pd an animation of mind which,
a'ded to great Ruency of speech and wealth of diction,
render him a rpeaker of uncommon merit. Besides,
he is o geotlemnn of refarkable independence of
thought aud soundnces of understanding. Ie ponsesses

| inun eminent degree that happy combination of gen-

erous sentiments and enlarged ideas, with a distinet
recogaition of the elaims of experience and tho
dewsnds of evenbanded justice, which entitle
him to a prominent rank among a rising elass of men,
both in and out of the publle councils, of which every-
thing is to be expected inthe future. Itisto those
individuala (mainly the fruit of our own times) who
upite in themselves the leading ideas of progress and
eonservatism—who go forward with en unflinehing ad-
herence to the tight und an ioflexible front againet the
wrong—that the world is Lereafter to look us the pio-
ncers and champions of its advancement.

Mr. Washburn's positions on annexation nre well
teken and sbly enforeed. He waintaing that the basis
of the act should be the clearly expressod wish of the
inhabitants of the Islands. Fie is right in this and in
tke distinction he draws between the character of co-

' lonial, snd tervitorial or integral annexation. The daya

of eclopial relations are past; the Federal aystem sup-
plants them, tud it is clear to the eye that intelligeatly
sceua the future, that the Federal tie will soon take the

It is but last week that Metropolitan Hall  place of the Colonial inall those distant dominions

ecboed with the strains of one of the finest orches- | hoW Leld by foreign Powern which they sball hercafter

tran; it ie but last week that expectation seemed | fucceesfully seek to retain beneath their sway,

Am-

eager touching to the interior magnificence of | erica is inndvance with the practical spplieation af

the Lafarge Hotel, sbout to be cpened to rivel or |
cutrival any in the City. Now both these buildings are !

resolved into a pool of bot and smoking ruins, flanked | Wore controlling considerntions.

by portions of fire-scarred walls, which seem ready to
leap into the guiph below. For this traly deplorable
event, alike calamitous for taste, art and convenienes,
we gec Do cause but negligence. It is utterly impossi-
ble, if the botel and concert-room had been properly

watched, that the fire eould bave gained such an uncon- ever bousting of its immense and nnparalleled circuls- |
quersble fierceness. Here wasa property worth some | 1D Oflate it bas said a0 much about ir, that we have

thisides, and this is of itself sufficient to determine
the fate of tke Sandwich Islands, ludependently of

It is an old saying that & certain sort of peaple should

| bave good memories. In fact the only safe course for |

thiz class of persons ia to say mothing. Constant talk-
irg reselts in inevitable exposure. The Hatanic is for-

four Lundred thousand dollsrs, which in certain points | been alle to see just what foundation there is for ite
of costly splendour and artistic uses, Las not its cqual  Oft reiterated statement that its list of subseribers is
ou this continent ; but it seems to bave been left to | E7eater than that of nny of" it neighbors or cotempo- |

fuke care of itself and burn up at will. Wo hear of

6o water-pipes 2o introduced into the Mnsic Hall ag | turdsy, and is as follows:

that the first show of flames could be dissipatad on the |
the instavt. We hear of no double patrols marehing

raries. The last statement of the Satanic was on Su-

Daily He

and watching on their aleepless beats. But inthe dead | The statementa of the pfmﬁlg";l;;;;ﬁ‘::‘plper, '

of the night;when the world dresus in econfidence, tha
alarm of fire in given afresh—the firemen being

. :lmd’: on duly at & wmivor conflagration—and then dependent
there is the old burry skurry—the terrible vibrations of making up

| *how that the average circulation of the Sunday Herald

is about 35,000, This Swnday Herald ia no more an in-
eheet that should be reckoned separately in
the subscribers to the paper, thau the Mon-

doubt sud speculation & to whence procced these ~day or Tuesday Herald. Deducting it therefore from

flsrivg mps which jerk frem black

; night inte plain ¢ L
| vision, cupals ond chimney, reof and wall, for tl" fles’ tt: BT tre: A S She Sopviibec o

Satenic claimg a toty] cireulation of 70,000 copies,

Taking this statoment for trath, (which v gy, ===
pear s laughable degree of libarality,) to-” "1l oy
TRISCAE outuumbers it 37,700, Bus judging i, Tat
wholesale way in which The Hereld always jumblai’y
cireulation, we conclule thata eloss scrusiny of all the
facts in the ease weuld show that the number of sk
scribers to THE TRIBUSE exceeds those of The Horald

by not less than 50, 000.

rnm-} WALKER seems to have been eornerel
in bis new Republio of Sonora, Californis. He invaded
and, as be said, that country, aad established
{here an independent Republic with 8 foree of bat forty-
five men, all told. We have accounts to-day that the
Mexieans have suddenly fallen upsn the now Presidenat
and kis new Republie, and Killed fourteen of ia forty-
five. apd driven the rest into the sbelter of » house,
where they were, at the last accomis rigorously be-
sieced by overwhelming numbers. We hope to hoar
that Prosident Walker, with his remaining misguided
followers, bave escaped tho besiogers and fled back to
San Fraveisco, wiser aud better men. But the news
we bare does mot warrant the expectation that thie
woat wild and visionary enterprise will terminats so
fortupately, We fear it will turn out that the invaders
Eave all fullen vietima to their own folly and temerity,

The eitizona of our State engaged in the forwarding
business bave imemorialized tho Logislature, siking '
that a general Act be passed, under which they may
form cowpanies or corporations for ecarrying on thelr
business, just as corporations may now bo formed for |
anuiscturing purposes. In othor words, they solicit
the extersion to their vocation of the facilites sad
benefits accorded to Productive Industry by the Geo- !
ersl Mapuiscturing Law of i343. We are entirely Ia
favor of their object, and hope it may be obtained by & §
very brief ensctment, referring to the aos aforesald,
aud deelaring that its provisions shall be applicable ts
the forwarding business among others.

The latest Enropean nows gives different versions of tha
double Souls duel. One sccount ways that the dusl b
tween Mr. Soule Jr. and the Duke of Alva was fought with
swords and lasted three quarters of an bour, when Mr.
Soulé, Jr, falling, the Duke of Alva mada him rotrast
wgword st throat” ‘This version wa do not eredic: in the
first place, it is not custom now-a days to push u quarrel to
such medieval exactiona: when a man falls by accident,
his opponent must walt for him to got up again; and in
iho second place, wa beliove that the courage of the young
wian wonld bave saused him to meet & doom so throatewsd
rather {hau yield, Arother nccount speaking of this dual
says swords were weed but ne wounds given, aud the sse
onds drew up & statement reciprocally satisfactory to the
principals. In regard to the duel of Mr. Soulé, Sr, with the
M. de Turgot, an account relates that M. de Turgot was shk
through the leg; and the knee enp not being hit, he is not
copsidered in dangerous condition. Such are the vemions
up to tho lnst advices,

These diplomatic duels remind un of th timo just after
the lnst war with (ireat Britain, when the American officers
of the Navy deemed it necessary to continne the national
duel on individual account agninst the Bogiish, The cele-
brated duels sbont the year 1518, when an Eoglish moss
at Gibraltar was challenged by an American ofiioer, result-
ing in his killing soveral of them, was ono of the most re-
marksblo cxamples of the “chivalric " mstitution whioh
medern times present.

We thiuk tha French birth of Mr. Soulé had somothing
to do with the matter in which ho was engagoed, sud he
might bave recsived n slight simply becanse Lis origin was
uot that of the heule nollcsse. In obscrving the insolenso
of hereditary rank substantively displayed in Europe, the
relgn of terror censed to be n mystery ; it waa the rebouns
of popular focling so long ontraged

Maine —The now Legislature of this State convenad at
Auguata on the 4th inst.  Thirteen Seuators wors preseat-—-
ull that were chosen—there being seventosn vacauoies.
John L. Cutler (reg. Dem.) was on the seooud ballot chossn
Presidint of the Sovate by 8 10 5, Win. Trallon Sceretary
by a like vote.

In the House, John J. Perry (Merrill or Maino Law Dom)
was first chowin Clerk, by #2 wotes to 57 for Wm. T. John-
som (reg Dem,) and 4 soatiering . thon Nosh Bmith, Jr,
(Whig) of Caleis, waa cliossn Speakef by 83 wotes to 56 for
N S Littlefield feg Dem) Soms incldental quostions
arose, which were docided by a like vote, evincing a good
undemtanding betwoen the Whigs and Maine Law Demo-
orati, and rendering highly probabla the choice of Ansan
P Mennis (Maine Law D) as Governor, and W, P.
Fresaxpey (Whig) as United Histes Senator,

ACHavcE ron Tnx Besevorest,—We have received
from D W. Kivwovnsg, Enq, of Keokuk, lowa, a lengthy
communication in pelation to tho ipation of nineteon
alaves. It In to this effoct : Thot in October last o maiden
1udy, named Frances Gordon, arrived st Keokuk from near
Springficld, Ky , accompanied by ninoteen slaves belonging
to her, whem she wished to and in a short time did omansh
pate. Mr K. gives a detailod account of tho dMiculties sho
experienced o removing from Kentucky, Amoag other
devices employed to prevent ber removal, and the freeing
of the blacke, it is stated that her brothor, o Baptist prescher,
instituted proceodings against Lier in the Clroalt Court, on
the ground that she was imbecllo—sho being #0 yoars
of age. Afteiward another suit was bronght to provent har
toking her slaves out of the State, charging thet sbe had
ouly a lifelease of them. But sho suceccdsd in the Courts,
and finally contrived to eseapo from the Siate, taking refuge
in lowa. In o doing, however, she comsumed her fortane,
at no time large, and is dependent upon hor smancipated
elaves forsupport. She is now anxious to purchase the
fivedom of m son of one of her late slaves, and also the
busbands of two of them, who are still in bondage in Kea-
tucky, for which purpose some £3,000 will be required. Mr.
Kilbourne concludes his lotter ns follows :

“ Here in & chaneo for some Boclety, or [ althy and
benevolent intllvldual:: who uo_mv{q iunlik:‘;nn!r&h

make up the amonunt for this o :

Theold lady has doue all thet she can do; she has &
complisked the grest objuct of her life, and, if ahe could now
sco those connected with hor famlly by the tendorest ties
fully emancipated, her happiness would bo complete. The
object ia certainly & worthy one, and «losirves the attention

of the ptilanthropic people of Iows especially.

Tne InprrespEsT beging the new yoar with an enlarge-
mext of its theet to sometling more than the izo of eur
own—~the form adopted being identical with ours, the page
a8 wide, and the colurns a trifle longer. We belleve it i
uow the largest Religious Newspaper in the world

Auditis not merely she largest—jt ie in many rospects
the best.  Though wedded to o seot, it 1y the least sentarisn
i its views, the most eatholic in its spirit. Its liber-
ality s not of the wilk and-water, earsfor nothing
order, but is hearty and gesinl—isapparestly based
on a profouad contldence thet the truth of God is not to be
thinken by the follies and sophistrics of man, ~ The Editors
differ widely smong themaelves, and aro of very uaequal
merit and unlike disposition; but thels very diferonces
combine to incrosss their psper’s excellance.  May it live s
thousand yeurs'

We lea n with the most m-lnmholy interost that our fel

. low.citizen, the Hon. Eowanp Conris, was taken to the In-

sane neylum on Saturdny. His health Las been failing for
soms time, and during the paat year his intelloct has been
rensibly effected, The maladf began with partialioss of mem-
ory, an imability to recognize persons snd remsmber names,
and more lately exhibited iteclf n the hallucination that be
was possessed of boundloss riches, which ho waas sccklag to

| bestow with & lavishi profusien. The ease is deswnnd by the

medical faculty to be n softening of the Lealn, and but faint
hopes exist thorefore of his recovery.

Loss AT Sxa oF THE AMERICAN Buir Comurncy.—The
ship Commeree, of Now-York, Capt. Whittlesay, from New-
York for London, Dec. 21, was lost at soa as follows: On

| Dec. 24,theship sprung o leak ; 24th, the ship Andrew Fos-
| ter, from Liverpool for this port, fell in with Lor, and took off

the eaptain, crew, and twenty ane n, brought
them to this port. Capt W P_ﬁnumlh';‘whnh
left her, sl bad twelve feot of water in the hiold, and lay on
ber beam ends. He rupposed she sunk that night. The
Commerce was  fine ahip, ton months old, and 1,100 tass
burden, owned by Messrs. J Parwons and J. Atkine.
She had cn board a cargo of flour and graln. Capt. Whit-
tesey espresses bis beartfelt thanka to Cap!. Halberton for
Lis kinduess to Limsell, crew and passcagers, while on
board of the Andrew Poster.




